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C.LA: ‘Trreplaceable’ Officers

Tothe Editog: ~ *: © " &0 o T strength or activities, and that my
In his Nov. 30 letter, “America’s Spy<.aims were to insure operational effi-
Gap,””. Representative. Samual.-S... [éiericy and full utilization of tajent. At |

Stratton. expresses his{concern ‘that~ the time it was almost universally per-
ceived within the agency that to fur- )

ther these aims; and to provide for the

continuing hiring and training of new-

-/ " Operational personnel, an overstaffed
.« Operations Directorate had. to be .
. pared down and streamlined. —.- ; .. -
I share Mr. Stratton’s concern that -
- : way: e U.S. have the best and most effec...:
| downgrade'the: continuing:and “vital’. = tive intelligence information possible.. s
" \importance - of "what:*Mr.5 Stratton-: - To insure this; we must attract and re-
© . rightly calls ““that ancient art. ;3 - tain the best possible intelligence offi- 7]
- . Whenlreported.toCongressandto’ cers, support them in- their tasks and_ -
* the agency on the need and: rationale - see that they have the understanding: "
" forreductions in the Operations.Direc- and appreciation of their em ployers,
* - torate, I said=. ““We need'the capabil- . the American people: Human intelli- .
+ ities of this directoraterag much today - gence collection is armr inexact science
~.as evers’ Although ;. new7:gchmca} » and relies beavily on.the courage and:--
. means.of. collection permit us to.ex-. ingenuity of our. operations officers. -
" tend our collection etforts, they only =~ Give them a climate of public opinion
- complement,;'they do- not: supersede - which is supportive withiiy rules that -
human collectors: Only human collec...; - are sensible. and not- unduly restric-"
.1ors can gain access to motives, to in- *: tive, and they will continue to provide: |

- theirreplaceable element of human in- .
;emgmceinouxfgouectim program.. ..
S Lt -STANSFIELD TURNER

I said tbeut.battherewmﬂd be no : Director Central Intelligence Agency -
. meanmgml reducuonmmm e %W .- Washington, Dee. 6, 19738
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